
Audrey Collins

15 September 2018

The Civil Registration Indexes of 

England and Wales





3

Registrars of Births and Deaths

Superintendent Registrar Registrar(s) 

of Marriages

Clergy 

Authorised 

Persons +

General Register Office



4

9 October 1858 

‘In May last, the clerk sent by the 
Superintendent Registrar of Leeds, Mr 
Lampen, had wilfully destroyed the packet of 
quarterly returns, instead of posting them to 
the GRO, consisting of 2086 entries in all. The 
Registrar General instructed the 
Superintendent Registrar to obtain duplicate 
copies, as quickly as possible, at a total cost 
of £15 1s 4d’ 

RG29/1 Treasury Letter Book 1836-1864 
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25 August 1899 

‘The certified Copies of Marriages 
solemnized since April last by about one 
thousand Authorized Persons are now 
being received in this office, and they 
naturally display an infinite variety of 
blunders and contraventions of the Rules 
and Regulations of a more or less serious 
character’

RG29/3 Treasury Letter Book 1886-1907 



The Record Branch in 1842

• Examining 

• Arranging and paging 

• Transcribing 

• Sorting 

• Indexing 

• Search Room and Vaults 
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Marriage certificate issued by the GRO 
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www.ukbmd.org.uk

http://www.ukbmd.org.uk


10

Marriage certificate issued by Stockport Register Office 
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Marriage entry in the Stockport parish register
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18 January 1866

‘The monotony of constant writing 
persevered in during 9 or 10 hours 
every day on Task Work tends to 
stupefy and to destroy the senses of 
those employed on such never ceasing 
work’ 

RG29/2 Treasury Letter Book 1864-1885 
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from Cassell’s ‘New Penny 

Magazine’ 1899 
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‘An analysis of errors made by five index 

compilers over six or seven years’ 

RG20/98
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‘A more 

detailed 

analysis of 

errors’ 

RG20/98
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